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Disciples To Celebrate
Oklahoma’s Centennial

by Rev. Marsha Bishop

In conjunction with our state’s centennial
celebration, we Oklahoma Disciples are cel-
ebrating with an old-fashioned ice cream social
at the Disciples Center, from 4 until 6 p.m., Sun-
day, September 23rd.  Everyone is invited and
period dress is encouraged!

Lt. Governor Jari Askins, who is a mem-
ber of First Christian Church, Duncan, will be
our honored guest. She will make special pre-
sentations to the six Oklahoma congregations
who are celebrating their centennial this year.
The congregations are:  First Christian Church,

Altus; Avard Christian Church, Alva; First Christian Church, Anadarko;
First Christian Church, Pawhuska; Pine St. Christian Church, Tulsa; and
First Christian Church, Skiatook.

Our regional pastor, Rev. Thomas R. Jewell, will honor the ministry
of 100+ year-old congregations with remarks and a roll call of the faithful.
More than 80 of these early congregations are still strong and actively
serving and worshiping today.   They, along with the many who are not
now active, established a strong faith tradition during the early days when
our state was still Indian Territory.

Our grandparents and great-grandparents in faith have amazing sto-
ries to tell.  Telling their stories will be a part of the afternoon’s activities.
In the manner of the original Cane Ridge gathering in Kentucky, “stumps”
will be set up around the beautiful campus of the Oklahoma Disciples Center
where some of our gifted Disciple story tellers will re-tell our Oklahoma
faith history. Some of the story tellers are: Bill Kindt, Lawton; Don Gooch,
Duncan; Penny Shorow, Woodward, and Marian Bryant, Tulsa.

Well known broadcast journalists Jim Palmer and Billie Rodely of
New Covenant Christian Church, Okla. City, will be our masters of ceremony

 Funds from Oklahoma Disciples contributions to the Reconcilia-
tion Special Offering have had a significant impact for programs here in
Oklahoma that serve groups and persons who find themselves on the fringes
of society, whether from racial inequity, cultural insensitivity or lack of eco-
nomic resources.  One half of all Oklahoma Reconciliation offerings are
returned to Oklahoma and are distributed to Disciples’ related initiatives
that serve groups like these.

Our congregations’ members have responded generously to this of-
fering.  From 2000 to 2007 a total of $113,100 was provided in grants
to a variety of Reconciliation-related causes.  In 2007, $16,000 was
provided in grants to 8 different reconciliation initiatives in the region.  The
Reconciliation Council wants to express its appreciation to all who have
contributed so generously over these years to support this important minis-
try of our regional church.

This year’s Reconciliation Special Of-
fering will be received on September 30 and
October 7, 2007.  The theme of this year’s
offering is “CONTINUING  THE WIT -
NESS.”  Oklahoma’s share of funds re-
ceived from this offering will be distributed
in 2008.

In early September, each Oklahoma
Disciple congregation will be receiving their
Reconciliation Offering promotional materials, sent directly
from Oklahoma Disciples Center.  Materials will include posters, bulletin
inserts and offering envelopes.  Congregational leaders are being encour-
aged to use these materials as they highlight this special appeal.

Reconciliation Special Offering To Be Received
September 30 and October 7

continued on page 3Lt. Gov. Jari Askins

by Rev. Charles Hattendorf
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Rev. Thomas R. Jewell
Regional Pastor

From Your Regional Pastor
Grace and peace to you from

God, the Creator and our Savior,
Jesus Christ!

Right now we are in the middle
of the longest season in the Chris-
tian year – the season of Pentecost.
It stretches from Pentecost Day
(May 27) until December 1 (the day
before the first Sunday in Advent).
The colors used on the pulpit, lec-
tern, and communion table at our
churches are most frequently green,
but multicolored fabrics can also be
seen among our congregations.  This
season, inaugurated by the gift of
God’s Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day,
is that time of the year when we wit-
ness and celebrate the growth of
God’s church, the renewal of God’s
people, and the ever-increasing mis-
sion of those God calls into service
on behalf of all of God’s creation.  It
is the church’s longest season, but it
needs to be in order that all we have
become and can become might be
lifted up and celebrated.

The seasons of the Christian
year were carefully planned genera-
tions ago to mirror, in some ways,
the very nature of the seasons that
all of us live throughout our lives.
Not just the traditional weather sea-
sons, but the seasons of agriculture
and the seasons of education and the
seasons of life.

Just now we have entered into
a new school season: teachers and
students already back in the class-
rooms for a couple of weeks.  While
a generation ago, the Tuesday after
Labor Day signaled the beginning of
school, now the return to the class-
room happens almost in the middle
of summer!  Remember when the
Christmas season began on the Fri-
day following Thanksgiving?  Now,
a craft store in my neighborhood has
had Christmas ornaments and trees

up since the day after July 4th!
While Church Loyalty Sunday is still
calendared for the Sunday after La-
bor Day, most newsletters I receive
had their back to church Sunday in
August (paralleling the beginning of
public school.)

All of this points to the reality
that while we have in many cases
become accustom to the seasons in
our lives, there can be and often are
changes in the very rhythms we have
come to expect.  Sometimes that is
a good thing, more often, those
changes are disconcerting at best.
Still, we all acknowledge that the
only thing constant in life is change.
Therefore, we must adapt, adjust,
reschedule and many times recom-
mit so that our lives can accept the
change in seasons that have oc-
curred.

So in this last half of the season
of Pentecost, let me share with you
some seasonal events and activities
that might signal change.

Beginning September 15 and
continuing until October 6, congre-
gations in the Central Area of the
regional church will be participating
in a Central Ar ea Habitat Blitz
Build .  Contributions of time, talent,
and treasure will come together dur-
ing these three weeks to create a
beautiful new home for Mr. David
Even in the Hope Crossing addition
located at 83rd and Kelly in Okla-
homa City.  Some $70,000 is being
raised among Central Area congre-
gations in order for this Habitat for
Humanity project to become reality.
Moving in will inaugurate a new sea-
son in David’s life.  Confined to a
wheelchair, David has his BS from
Oklahoma State University and is a
member of a wheelchair basketball
team, an adult youth leader, and a
sports manager at the Lighthouse

Sports and Fitness Center.  He will
be putting in several hours of “sweat”
equity as his new house takes shape.
Won’t you spend a couple of hours
of your time to work along side of
this soon to be homeowner?  If you
would like to volunteer and/or make
a financial contribution please con-
tact  the Rev.  Greg Bunton,
gbunton@fccedmond.org; 405/341-
3544, ext.19.  Greg, Associate Pas-
tor at First  Christ ian Church,
Edmond, is chairing this effort for the
Central Area.  Already, some 12
congregations have committed to this
fall project.

On September 22, at the fall
meeting of the Regional Board, Re-
gional Church Elders will be in-
stalled!  That’s right, we are inaugu-
rating a new ministry that will assist
the regional pastoral staff in enhanc-
ing strong connections among the
Oklahoma regional church, its min-
isters and congregations.  Sixteen
men and women have been in train-
ing during the summer months to as-
sume leadership positions within our
regional church as regional church
elders.  Following their installation,
they will be serving clusters of 12
congregations throughout our five
geographical areas; visiting congre-
gations monthly, meeting with pas-
tors, and attending area gatherings.
Cluster assignments and photos of
our new regional church elders will
appear in the next issue of The Okla-
homa Christian.

Finally, our regional church is
the proud home of 85 congregations
that have celebrated more than 100
years of witness, ministry and mis-
sion.  That’s nearly half of all Okla-
homa congregations!  In this centen-
nial year of statehood, six more con-
gregations will be added to that num-
ber – First  Chr ist ian Church,

Anadarko; First Christian Church,
Altus; Avard Christian Church, Alva;
First Christian Church, Pawhuska;
First Christian Church, Skiatook; and
Pine Street Christian Church, Tulsa.
In celebration of these six and all
Oklahoma congregations that have
reached their centennial, the Annual
Fund Task Force is sponsoring a
Regional Church Ice Cream So-
cial on Sunday, September 23,
from 4 - 6 pm at Oklahoma Dis-
ciples Center, 301 N.W. 36th Street,
Oklahoma City. It promises to be a
grand occasion as our special guest
will be Lt. Governor Jari Askins, a
member of First Christian Church,
Duncan, who will present special certifi-
cates to the six new centenarian congre-
gations.  Veteran broadcast journalists,
Billie Rodely and Jim Palmer, will be
masters of ceremonies for the afternoon
events and a silent auction will accom-
pany the delicious ice cream as well.
Make this an afternoon event in your
September calendar!

I pray that you will join with me as
together during Pentecost we witness and
celebrate the growth of God’s church, the
renewal of God’s people, and the ever-
increasing mission of those God calls into
service on behalf of all of God’s creation!

In Christ,
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I/We will make a tax deductible contribution to assist the mission
and ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma:

Angel (up to $99)
Cherubim ($100-$499)
Seraphim ($500-$999)
Guardian ($1,000 - $2,499)
Archangel ($2,000-$4,999)
Gabriel Society ($5,000+)

q   Enclosed is my/our check for the amount of $ __________.
q   This is a pledge for $______ payable in ____ installments of $_________.
q Please debit my credit card for the amount of $_________.

     Send to: Annual Fund   Christian Church in Oklahoma
301 NW 36th St.   Oklahoma City, OK 73118-8661

Name on Account

Card Number Expiration Date

Billing Address

q   Master Card
q   Discover
q   Visa (please provide last 3 numbers on reverse side of card)

Signature:

Adult Mission Trip to
Greensburg, Kansas

October 7 - 13

This mission trip of about 20
people is being organized to help
rebuild this down after a tornado al-
most totally destroyed it.  Participa-
tion will be available to adults in the
Oklahoma Region. We will travel af-
ter church on Sunday the 7th and
work for a week.  We will stay in
one of the Christian churches about
30 minutes outside of Greensburg.

Each person will need to bring
a bedroll and air mattress to sleep
on.  The church will have showers
available. A cooking team will pre-
pare breakfast and supper and pro-
vide items for a sack lunch each day.
$100 from each participant will pay
for our food at the mission.

Rides will be provided to and
from the work site each day.  People
will be there to direct the work.
Building skills are a plus, but your
heart for mission is what is needed.
Join the team for an opportunity to
make life-long friends and share in
God’s work.

For more details call or e-mail
Tom Russel l  405/  946-5909,
tomrussell1@cox.net.

for the event.  In addition to the centennial awards and
“stump stories,” there will be musical entertainment, an
old-fashioned hymn sing with hymns of the period led by
Andy Beck of First Christian Church, Midwest City, ice

cream and refreshments and a special silent auction of 15
gift baskets.

T-shirts commemorating the honored churches will be
available

This “once-in-a-century” gathering of Disciples promises to be a time
to celebrate our history, to honor those pioneers in faith who had a vision
of what could be and to praise God for all that has been even while we
look forward to what will be.  The history of Oklahoma Disciples is a
history of untold believers who gathered around the Lord’s Table each
week in remembrance and thanksgiving, who gave generously of their sub-
stance to support the mission of the church and who tried to be the church
in their community during good times and times of challenge.

Your Annual Fund is sponsoring the Ice Cream Social as a centennial
gift to the church.  As we look forward to a new century of growth in
Oklahoma, your gifts to the fund will insure that new dreams become reality.

advertisement

Compassion
Concert

at
New Covenant Christian

Church, Okla. City

7 pm
Saturday, Sept. 15th

12000 N. Rockwell Ave

Proceeds will be used to
establish a compassion fund
to help individuals in times

of crisis
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An Early Thought on Stewardship
Though the summer heat makes it hard to

envision, soon the days will grow shorter with
stewardship sermons upon us. Most will discuss
the broader aspects of stewardship but ultimately
focus on money gifts, the power company not
being greatly interested in good intentions in lieu
of payment. Most of us are pretty good at finan-

cial support of our church but are all of us as diligent at the other aspects of
stewardship as we are in our other endeavors? Are we as skillful in stew-
ardship work as we are in our daily work?

Americans are highly capable people. In World War II non-farm civil-
ians raised 50 percent of the vegetables we consumed in Victory Gardens
– some in apartment window boxes. Construction workers went into the
Seabees and constructed runways on Tinian Island almost as long as those
at O’Hare airport. They built housing for 50,000; two 1,000 bed hospitals;
30 miles of roads and port facilities. While these civilian/sailor/Seabees
had leftover snipers taking potshots at them, they did it in seven months -
less time than rebuilding a Tulsa intersection.

We are now fighting the war on poverty, the war on drugs and crime.
As some wag has said, drugs, poverty and crime seem to be winning. Have
we put the effort into winning these wars that the greatest generation did in
keeping our country safe? Are we short of grizzled Seabees, Rosie the
riveters and kids saving gum wrappers for the “war” effort? The normal
gas ration in WW II was 3 gallons per week and don’t even think about
getting a new tire. Try selling this kind of effort and sacrifice for this year’s
stewardship.

From Your Regional
Moderator

A small start would seem to be devoting our available time to do the
same quality of work that we endeavor to do in our employment. Would
we be satisfied as an accountant with doing the same quality of work for a
client as we do for the church; as a lawyer looking over the church’s incor-
poration, bylaws and land title documents; as an insurance professional
looking over the church’s coverages and costs; as a manager looking at the
management and function of the church; as a salesperson charged with evan-
gelism? Maybe. Or maybe it’s a quick look to be sure there’s nothing glar-
ingly amiss. Did the Seabees and Rosie win the war without giving it their
finest and best efforts? Let’s assume we have gotten to this small start
already or on reflection pledged to get there ASAP. What then?

Assuming we are not going to leave our employment (which would
likely cause problems to the financial part of stewardship) we need to be
skilled at much of what we undertake. Given a finite amount of time we
need to maximize results.

Ephesians 4:11-12 says that God has equipped us to do this: “Some
of us have been given special abilities as apostles; to others he has given
the gift of being able to preach well; some have special ability in winning
people to Christ, helping them to trust him as their Savior; still others have
a gift for caring for God’s people as a shepherd does his sheep, leading
and teaching them in the ways of God. Why is it that he gives us these
abilities to do certain things best?”

Rick Warren has suggested in “The Purpose Driven Church,”classes
be undertaken to determine the skill sets that new members may bring.
Some churches, where the skills may not be readily adaptable, develop the
member’s abilities. Thus there are churches where the most unlikely folks
can build a wheelchair ramp faster than professional carpenters since they
have built hundreds of them for handicapped people. There is much work
to be done and we cannot afford to do it in an inefficient, unprofessional
way – the same way that we would not do it in our normal work. Be a
teacher, be a cook for the homeless, be a counselor, be a painter, a car-
penter, but be the best you can be.

Paul Thompson
Regional Moderator

Funding our Faithful Future?  Priceless.
In May, June and July of 2007, seven people were ordained into Chris-

tian Ministry in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma.
During their seminary studies these seven, Scott Taylor, Janice Hill, Pam
McGrath, Craig Rutherford, Rebecca Highfield, Devon McAnally and Gina
Jackson, were under the care and direction of the Regional Commission
on Clergy and were interviewed yearly to guide them along their journey
to ordained ministry. The Commission organized Ordination Councils to
approve the candidates for ordination.

Ordination is but one of the charges the Commission on Clergy ac-
cepts on behalf of the Regional Church.  Others include:  reviewing and
granting licensing, overseeing the Licensed Minister Training Program, re-
viewing and determining ministerial standing.

The Regional Commission on Clergy is one of the six commissions of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma that assist in doing
the work of your Regional Church. Regional Pastor Rev. Thomas R. Jewell
is the pastoral staff person that relates to the Commission on Clergy. Rev.
Charles Hattendorf relates to the Commission on Laity and the Commis-

sion on Evangelism; Rev. Loma Sullivan relates to the Commission on Wor-
ship and Spiritual Growth and the Commission on Faith in Action; and Rev.
Gary Mitchell relates to the Commission on Children, Youth and Young
Adults.

The Annual Fund helps to provide the financial support for each of
these Commissions and their Ministries. It supports individuals as they dis-
cern their response to the call to serve.  For the Commission on Clergy it
assists students as they seek to serve through ordained or licensed minis-
try, and it supports currently serving and retired pastors in each of their
individual circumstances.

Your gift to the Annual Fund enables current and future ministers to
answer their call to ministry in ways that best serve Disciples across Okla-
homa and Christians across the world.  It makes possible the nurture and
counselling of ministers in all stages of their ministry.

Your answer to the call to give to the Annual Fund makes the work of
the Regional Commission on Clergy possible and in turn makes the Great
Commission of Jesus Christ “to make disciples,” a reality.

by Jean Scott Gauldin
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Habitat for Humanity is about to
have a new home added to their Hope
Crossing neighborhood located at NE
83rd and Kelley, in Oklahoma City, and
Central Area Disciples will be building it!
I f  you have not heard by now, 12
churches have stepped up to offer volun-
teers for this build and countless others
have been raising the funds to support the
build financially.  The cost of the house is
$70,000 and is being totally funded by
Oklahoma Disciples.

The home is being built for David
Satre, a young man who contracted po-
lio while he was a young child in India.
David was raised in one of Mother
Teresa’s orphanages until he was adopted
at age 3 ½ by a Christian family in Cali-
fornia.  His polio has weakened his stomach, back, and leg muscles caus-
ing him to rely on a wheelchair to get around.  Despite the use of his wheel-
chair, David has been an active volunteer for Habitat -- even working on
the roof!

The home we are building for David will be totally handicap acces-
sible, and we are scheduled to begin the build on Saturday, September
15th.  If all goes as planned, the dedication of the home will be on Satur-
day, October 6th.

We are confident we will have enough volunteers to complete the
house, what we need now are the funds.  If you or your church would like
to donate, please send all donations to the address below and earmark it
“Disciples Build.”

Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity, Inc.
1025 N. Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

David Satre

Dear Sisters,
How wonderful it was to see so many of

you at the General Assembly in Fort Worth. Did
you know that there were 711 of us gathered at
the women’s luncheon? Did you know your out-
rageous giving resulted in approximately $6,000

in offerings, 10 percent of which will go to sup-
port the whole church through Disciples Mission

Fund? What an amazing example of stewardship you
all are. Thank you for your unbridled generosity.

The Executive Committee will be meeting September 20-23, and we
will be reviewing names of potential candidates for the Quadrennial As-
sembly 2010 Planning Committee. We would like you to send the names
of women in your region or constituency group who you think would be
super candidates for this team so that we will have a good representation
from which to select. Please include their contact information, age, ethnicity,
gifts and skills. Please do not speak with the candidates themselves to
avoid disappointment if they are not selected. Potential candidates in-
format ion should be sent  to  Bever ly  Ledwon at
bledwon@dhm.disciples.org. Deadline for submission of names is
September 10.

One other item we will be assessing is financial accounting for Re-
gional Disciples Women’s commissions or cabinets. Lonna Owens is de-
veloping a set of controls and accountabilities of best practices to share
with commissions and cabinets. Deadline for submission of these reports
is September 1.

Serving with you, Judy Row, President, International Disciples
Women’s Ministries
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October 28, 2:30 - 6 pm
Central Area Assembly

Wildewood Christian Church
6900 n. Kelly Ave.

Oklahoma City

A time of fellowship, fun and learning as we “Dream”-disciples
restoring eco-justice as ministry.

 
Your Regional Youth Council 

Presents: 
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#1 Twin Cedar Lane ~ Guthrie, OK 
 

Fall Fest begins at 7:00 P.M. Friday, September 14  and concludes at 
Noon Sunday, September 16! 

This retreat is for 9th – 12th graders 
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by Rev. Greg Bunton

Central Area Disciples are Building on Faith
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The theme for our 2007 summer camp and conference program was
“On the Way!”  Our  677 campers were led by gifted staffs and directors
on a journey that explored how we all, as God’s children, are blessed, led,
walking, challenged, rejoicing, and sent on the Way.  Through Old and
New Testament stories, they explored how these stories can have an im-
pact on faith and speak truth even in our “modern” world.  They learned
how to live in community together, to play together, to sing together, to
worship together, and so much more!  This was a great camping season!

It was an outstanding camping season even though it rained.  It rained
a lot.  Our camp communities were able to work around the obstacles of
weather that kept them inside much more than anyone on the Commission
on Children, Youth, and Young Adults could have imagined when planning
this summer’s camping schedule.  Our directors and their staffs went above
and beyond the call of duty this summer. Those who dared to say yes to
the adventure of being a camp director this year were:

Camp Christian
Darlene Martinez and Scott Taylor Discovery
Paul Ragle and Christine Mayfield Junior
Paul Ragle and Christine Mayfield Chi Rho
Dan Mayes and Dan U’Ren CYF

Central Christian Camp
Gary Mitchell and Sally Wheeler Discovery 1
Greg Bunton Discovery 2
Linda Frantz and Summer Powers Junior 1
Jenny Waller and Joe Hodges Junior 2
Chris Muse and Tara Dew Chi Rho
Linda Hill and Gene Spillman Mid-High
Geoff Brewster and Sondra Ladd CYF

Texoma Christian Camp
Vickie Crooks and Kevin Crooks Junior
Matt Howsley and Pam Chitwood Chi Rho
Karmyn Reimer and Jason Reimer CYF

Another aspect of a successful camping season is the ability of our
camp administrators.  Once again, Harold Wegner (Texoma Christian
Camp), Jim Hawley (Camp Christian), and Spencer Bowen (Central Chris-
tian Camp) did excellent work to help make our camping program happen.
Thank you all for your hard work and flexibility!

Thank you to all of our camp staffs, directors, camp administrators
for all of your hard work and for being so supportive of our kids and
youth!

As one camping season ends, another begins.   Our Commission on
Children, Youth and Young Adults has approved our 2008 camp dates,
and they have been sent to our pastors and churches via our e-groups.   It
should also be on our website soon.  Make plans now to get your kids and
youth to camp next summer.  Our May 31st, 2008 camp registration dead-
line is just around the corner!

(See page 8 in this issue of The Oklahoma Christian for the
2008 camp dates.)

Pictures from the 2007 Camping
Season of the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma

On the Way, Camp 2007
by Rev. Gary Mitchell
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One of the highlights of Phillips
Theological Seminary’s centennial
observance is the Stacey Pastors’
Workshop, led by two of America’s
top preachers.

Former Phillips Theological
Seminary faculty member Dr. Fred
Craddock and Rev. Barbara Brown
Taylor will lead this three-day work-
shop, “Preaching Your Heart Out,”
September 13-15 at First Christian
Church, 913 South Boulder in Tulsa.

Dr. William Tabbernee, Semi-
nary  President noted, “There are
few things more crucial for 21st cen-
tury Christianity than effective
preaching. We can’t imagine more
qualified teachers to help in that en-
deavor than Fred Craddock and
Barbara Brown Taylor.”

The registration brochure can
be downloaded at
www.ptstulsa.edu/StaceyPastor.pdf

Phillip s Theological Seminary present s

“Pr eaching Your Heart Out”

September 13-15, 2007
With Fred Craddock and Barbara Brown T aylor

ROSES (Regions Of the
Sun Equipping and Serving)
Women’s Event is Friday-Sun-
day, September 7-9, 2007 at
The Governor’s Suites in Okla-
homa City.  The address is 2308
S. Meridian (about 2½ miles
north of Will Rogers World Air -
port on the east side of Meridian
Ave.).  Regions included in the
ROSES cluster are Oklahoma, Southwest (Texas, New Mexico and the
Oklahoma panhandle) and Great River (Arkansas, Louisiana and Missis-
sippi).

Our theme will be “Tables of Our Lives” and we are asking all who
attend to begin thinking and praying about this theme.  As you do this,
write down some stories about the memorable tables you have been present
at throughout your life. These stories, humorous and serious, will be com-
piled into a memory keepsake booklet for all.

Sandra Skinner and Loma Sullivan are making local arrangements
(housing, food and such, taking registrations, and have name tags and print
and assemble a packet of information to be available at check-in.)  Wor-
ship will be done by the Southwest and Community building/Sharing by the
Great River Region.

Adonna Bowman and Lonnie Graves of the Office of Disciples Women
in Indianapolis will be present to direct us in a leadership training module
on diversity.  This is a marvelous opportunity to meet some of the leader-
ship women in the ROSES cluster as well as Adonna and Lonnie.

The registration fee covers housing (if you stay at the hotel), two break-
fasts, one lunch and two dinners and program costs.  A registration form
can be found onl ine at www.okdisciples.org/groupministr ies/
discipleswomen. Make plans now to attend.

Disciples Retirement
Community of Oklahoma

DRCO, Disciples Retirement Community of
Oklahoma, was formed after the sale of Okla-
homa Christian Retirement Community, Edmond.
This organization continues to distribute financial
assistance to 3 residents of Bradford Village (for-
merly Oklahoma Christian Retirement Commu-
nity, Edmond) through the generous gifts of indi-
v iduals throughout  Oklahoma.  To date

$170,034.95 has been donated for this purpose.  This support is for Dis-
ciple residents who were living in the facility prior to the NBA bankrupcy
and subsequent sale of the facility and who have outlived their resources.

The board of directors of DRCO continues to work diligently to help
these residents.  The current board members are:  Rev. John McLemore,
Enid;  Rev. Thomas R. Jewell, Oklahoma City; Mrs. Clarice Morrison,
Oklahoma City; Mr. Jim Booher, Oklahoma City;  Mr. Bernie McNickle,
Oklahoma City; Mr. C.D. Payne, Moore; Ms. Myrna Ranney, Tulsa; Mrs.
Diana Brown, Chickasha; Mr. Greg Cunningham, Edmond; Ms. Annie
Guzman, Edmond; Mrs. Carol Ricks, Crescent; and Rev. Kyle V. Max-
well, Edmond.

If you wish to make a gift to the DRCO, please send it to: DRCO,
301 NW 36th, Oklahoma City, OK 73118.

Notice to Attorneys

If you are probating or in the process of probating a testate estate, or
have prepared wills, trust instruments or other instruments of benefit or in
the process of preparing such instruments, all of which may include one or
more of the following as beneficiaries or devisees:

l The former Oklahoma Christian Home, Edmond, Okla.
l NBA Oklahoma Christian Home, Edmond, Okla.
l Oklahoma Christian Retirement Community, Edmond, Okla.
l NBA Oklahoma Christian Retirement Community, Edmond, Okla.
l Fellowship of John

Please contact one of the following individuals:
Rev. Thomas R. Jewell

405.528.3577
tjewell@okdisciples.org

Rev. Kyle V. Maxwell
405.525.6530

kvmaxwell@okdisciplesfoundation.org

Mr . Bernie McNickle
405.478.2944

jandbacres@msn.com

by Rev. Loma Sullivan
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Fall and Winter
Events Planned for

Young Adults
Young Adults across the Okla-

homa region are welcomed and en-
couraged to participate in the follow-
ing events planned for this fall and
winter:

Saturday, Oct. 20: Young Adult
Habitat for Humanity Work Day.
Young adults will join together in ser-
vice to central Oklahoma by work-
ing on a Habitat for Humanity home.

December 15-19: Ski Trip to
Monarch, Colorado.  Whether you
are a seasoned skier or it is your first
time, we have a spot for you!  Join
us for  3 days of  sk i ing or
snowboarding, 4 nights lodging at the
Monarch Cabins
(www.monarchcabins.com).  Cost is
$365 for  sk iers,  $395 for
snowboarders, or $335 if you have
your own equipment.  The deadline
to register and pay a $125 deposit is
Sept. 15.

January 4-6, 2008: 8th Annual
Young Adult Retreat at Camp Chris-
tian near Chouteau.  Join together
with young adults from across the
state for a weekend of spiritual re-
newal, study, and fellowship!

Visit www.okdya.org for more
information or to register!  If you
have quest ions,  emai l
info@okdya.org or contact Jeff
Champeau at (405) 802-9898.

Leadership
Training School

January 26, 2008
Watch for more information

about classes, teachers and some
new events.

Begin to make your plans to
come with others from your

congregation.
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Equipping the Saints
By Rev. Charles Hattendorf, Laity Commission

Questions, Questions, Questions????????
Due to recent shifts in pastoral staff portfolios, I am now the proud

owner of the title “Pastoral Staff Liaison with the Commission on the La-
ity.” What??????

Several others, including the newly appointed commission moderator,
share a similar unfamiliarity with the work of this important commission in
the life of our regional church.

Yes, we have read the regional by-laws and know that the commis-
sion is charged to:

l Provide educational and training events, Christian education
resourcing for congregation, and to encourage networking to share minis-
tries and resources.

l Provide opportunities for development of leadership skills.
l Provide resources that assist in developing a responsive program

structure in the congregation, including mission identification and strategic
planning.

Still, questions keep arising, lots of them!!!!!!!  Questions like:
l Where have all the young adults gone?  And why can’t we get those

in this age group to participate in our Disciples Women and Disciples Men
activities?

l Are there ways in which we can learn to better manage conflict in
our congregations?

l Why are some Elders and many in the Diaconate more interested in
the “mechanics” of their position than in the spiritual responsibilities they
are being called to assume?

l How can we generate a spiritual awakening in the membership of
our congregations?

l In what ways can the Laity Commission support the “congrega-
tional transformation” initiatives of our regional church and denomination?

Maybe, the way it works is that God has come up with the questions
and is now challenging us to work together to find the answers for our-
selves.  Well, we’ve got the questions, lots of them.  Wanna join me and
others in searching together for the answers?????

Jorge Bardeguez’s Visit to Oklahoma
Our Global Mission Partner, Jorge Bardeguez from Nicaragua is con-

tinuing his 3-week visit to Oklahoma.  The following is Jorge’s schedule
for September:

Sun. Sept 2 First Christian Church, Ada
10:15 am

Wed. Sept. 5 Oklahoma Disciples Center
8:30 – 9 am

Wed. Sept. 5            Federated Church, Weatherford
6:30 pm

Sept.7-9 Governor’s Suites, OKC

Sun. Sept. 9 Southern Hills Christian Church, Edmond
    9 & 11:15 am

Sun. Sept. 9 Memorial Christian Church & Iglesia Cristiana, OKC
                   5-7:30 pm

Tues. Sept. 11 Camp Christian, Chouteau

Wed. Sept. 12 Oklahoma Disciples Center         8:30– 9 am

Sept. 12- 13 First Christian Church, Wagoner  5:30 pm

Sun. Sept. 16 Disciples Christian Church, Bartlesville
8:30 & 10:45 am

Sun. Sept. 16 Community of Hope UCC, Tulsa     6  pm

Tues. Sept. 18 Bethany Christian Church, Tulsa  6:30 pm

Wed. Sept. 19 Oklahoma Disciples Center        8:30 – 9 am

Wed. Sept. 19 Crown Heights Christian Church, OKC  6 -9 pm

Thurs. Sept. 20 Oklahoma Disciples Center  10:30 – 1:30 pm

Sun. Sept 23 Faith Community Christian Church, Choctaw
 9:30 am

Sun. Sept. 23 Oklahoma Disciples Center            4 - 6 pm

Mon. Sept. 24 Oklahoma Disciples Center   10 am – 2  pm

Wed. Sept. 26          Habitat Blitz, Oklahoma City

Sept 26/27 First Christian Church, Alva            4 -7  pm

Sun. Sept. 30 Central Christian Church, Enid          10:15 am

Sun. Sept. 30 Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa         2:30-5 pm

Rev. Jorge Bardeguez

Summer Ordainations
Rebecca Highfield was ordained at

Harvard Ave. Christian Church, Tulsa on July
1.  She serves as associate pastor at Harvard
Ave.  Gina Jackson was ordained at First
Christian Church, Sand Springs, on July 14.
Rev. Jackson is the pastor at Sand Springs.
Devon McAnally (right) was ordained to
Christian Ministry on July 8  at Central Chris-
tian Church, Enid.  Rev. McAnally graduated
in May from Phillips Theological Seminary with
the Master of Divinity degree.

Rev.  Devon McAnally
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News from the Congregations

MIDWEST CITY  -- First
Christian Church holds its annual
car show and cook out from 4 - 7
pm on Sunday, Sept. 16.  This event
features food, games, pony rides,
prizes and trophies.  Registration for
the car show is $10.  All are invited.

At the 106th birthday celebration, First Christian Church, Lawton,
honors those with 50 years or more of membership in the church.

LAWTON -- First Christian Church celebrated its 106th birthday on
Sunday, August 5, 2007.  During the morning services the members with 50
years or more of membership in the church were honored.  Marge Lutz,
who was included in the 50-year membership, had created a painting with
a different approach on the Lord’s Supper.  She painted Jesus with a dis-
ciple on either side of him.  The painting was unveiled during the morning
services and donated to the church to be hung in the newly renovated
narthex.

The celebration included dinner in the Fellowship Hall decorated to
resemble the large tent used on the first day of services.  Using the theme
“New Beginnings,” the entertainment included a skip depicting the type of
service and hymns that were used in the first service with Rev. A.B. Car-
penter portrayed by member Bill Kindt.  Comparing the old with the new,
the second part of the skit included the new pastor, Rev. Kim Hames, who
is the first female pastor of the church.  She led the “Tab and Apple” choir
with bongo drums and tambourine.  She gave each member present a “piece
of the tent” to carry home with them, admonishing the members that each
one is responsible for helping to keep the tent together and stretching it to
accommodate a growing congregation.

First Christian Church, Lawton, has been asked to be a “test pilot
congregation” for the Transformation Journey Project underway through
the Regional Church.

TULSA  -- Pine St. Christian
Church celebrated its 100th anniver-
sary on August 19. Regional Pastor
Rev. Thomas R. Jewell and Associ-
ate Regional Pastor Rev. Charles
Hattendorf were present to present
a plaque signifying this event.

Pine St. Christian Church is one
of the 6 churches in the Oklahoma
Region to be honored as a Centen-
nial Church during Oklahoma’s Cen-
tennial Year.  It will receive addi-
tional recognition at the Regional
Church Ice Cream Social on Sept.
23.

Regional Pastor Rev. Thomas R. Jewell,
(right),  presents a plaque to Marcus

Offord, Board Chair (center), and Rev.
Lawrence Gray, senior pastor.

CHICKASHA  -- Southwest
Area had planned its Assembly for
August 19 at First Christian Church.
However, because of the massive
rains and subsequent flooding, the
event was cancelled.

Now, you might think there was
a lot of disappointment, or that First
Christian Church and its pastor, Rev.
Michael Oberlender, would have
been discouraged by the cancellation.

Some things wonderful hap-
pened anyway. After morning wor-
ship in fellowship hall all were treated
to a sumptuous feast followed by
Jorge Bardequez’ presentation as
Oklahoma’s Mission Partner con-
cerning his recent 15 years as a mis-
sionary in Nicaragua.

Because of his talk, members of
First Christian Church pledged to
provide books and computers to
Jorge’s missions – in Nicaragua and
in his home in Puerto Rico, where he
will be serving after his retirement ,
as a university professor and part
time pastor.

But, that’s not all  -- remember
dinner was planned and was enjoyed
with many fewer people after morn-
ing worship. Some people at First
Christian Church knew  the rescue,
police and fire department workers
had been out all night long working
to help people affected by the flood
without time to eat anything. So, they
boxed up the food and carried it to
the rescue workers.  They were
pleasantly surprised. Isn’t that a
great story for making lemonade out
of lemons?

TULSA  -- The Northeast
Area Music Festival, sponsored by
the Growing Congregations, was
held at East Side Christian Church
on August 26. Rev. Shane Hickey,
pastor of Fellowship Christian
Church, Broken Arrow, was the
organizer of the event.  A variety of
music was presented and a choir
consisting of members from each
congregation is shown above.

TULSA  -- After 60 years of
ministry in Tulsa, Rogers Heights
Christian Church closed its doors
for the final time on Sunday, August
26. Regional Pastor Rev. Thomas R.
Jewell, Associate Regional Pastor
Rev. Gary Mitchell and Rogers
Heights Pastor Donna Gilchrist led
the congregation in a celebration and
decommissioning service.

The board then turned over the
keys, and symbolically its assets, to
the Oklahoma Disciples Foundation
to be placed into an endowment
fund.

Rogers Heights Christian Church
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We have been cleaning houses for the last several months. It is not a
job we like, but it has fallen to us because we moved my mother to an
assisted living center. Gary’s father passed away in December, and his
stepmother moved from their farmhouse to a smaller house. There was a
lot of  “stuff” left in the farmhouse and in the outbuildings. We are also de-
junking our own house, since there is no one upon whom we can visit this
task, and thought we ought to do it while we are still young and coherent
enough to make decisions about what we need and what we don’t. And all
of this has caused me to reflect on the nature of our connection with all that
“stuff.”

I have also been doing some supply preaching. I use the lectionary to
choose my Scriptures, and one recent Sunday’s lesson was the parable
about the rich man who had such a wonderful harvest that he had to build
bigger barns (Luke 12:13-21). He is celebrating opening night and dies in
the middle of the party. What will happen, Jesus asks, to all that stuff he
has accumulated? Ouch! It was a shot to the heart.

Jesus calls the rich man a fool because he has accumulated a lot of
wealth as the world sees it, but he’s bankrupt as far as God is concerned.
Jesus does not condemn wealth as such. But he does recognize that it is a
gift from God; it does not belong to us, and we are the stewards, not the
owners of it. The rich man is a fool because he was given the gift of wealth
but had no inkling there were others out there with whom it could have
been shared, improving not only their lives, but his.

We are trying to take a lesson from this story. “Stuff” that is still good
and useful, but we don’t need, is being given to organizations that will use
it to help others, we hope. Unfinished projects are being given to those
who can finish them and put them to good use. We have discovered how
good it feels to give, and to be unburdened. We see evidences that we
might be making more room in our lives for things that really matter.

What do you need to clear away to make room for the important
stuff? It is a job—that’s for sure—but the results are worth it! Amen.

Commission on Worship and Spiritual Growth
Rev. Diane Stein

Events, Meetings & Programs
ODC- Oklahoma Disciples Center   CCC- Central Christian Camp,

CC- Camp Christian     TCC- Texoma Christian Camp
PTS- Phillips Theological Seminary

September
3 Labor Day, offices closed
5 Central Area Cabinet, ODC
6-7 NE Area Disciple Women Retreat - CC
7-9 ROSES Women’s Event - OKC
8 Commissions on Children, Youth and Young Adults and Laity - ODC
9 NE Area Growing Congregation Disciples Music Festival
10 Commission on Clergy - ODC
11 NE Area Disciple Men - CC
12 Reg. Executive Committee - ODC
13-15  Stacey Pastors Workshop - PTS
16 Fall Fest - CCC
16 NE Area Assembly - PTS
17-22 Bradford Village 50th Anniversary Celebration, Edmond
20 Central Area Pastors - ODC -
20 NW Area Pastors - Willow Rd. Christian Church, Enid
22 Regional Board - ODC - 10 am
23 Oklahoma Disciples Centennial Celebration! - ODC 4 - 6 pm
24 New Ministers Orientation - ODC
25 Commission on Worship - ODC
25 Sessions 2008 Planning - ODC
28-30 NW Area Women’s Retreat - CCC
28-30 Texoma Women’s Retreat - TCC
29 Regional Assembly Task Force - Harvard Ave. CC, Tulsa.

October
3 Regional Staff Meeting -- ODC
5-6 NE Area Women’s Retreat - CC
9 Christian Church Commission - ODC
10 Central Area Cabinet - ODC
11 New Church Council - ODC
11 Central Area Pastors - ODC
13 Commission on Evangelism - ODC
15 Ordination Councils - ODC
28 Central Area Assembly, Wildewood Christian Church, OKC

November
7 Regional Staff Meeting - ODC
9-10 ODW Cabinet Retreat - CCC
15 Central Area Pastors - ODC
16 Oklahoma Statehood Day -- offices closed
19 NE Area Board, Sheridan Ave. CC, Tulsa
22-23 Thanksgiving holiday -- offices closed
26 Advent Worships: Harvard Ave. CC, Tulsa & First CC, Moore
28 Regional Staff Meeting - ODC

Regional Calendar
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Pastors’
Bir thdays

September
Lawrence Gray              Sept. 1
Gery Kinder             Sept. 1
Harold Hatt             Sept. 6
Devon McAnally           Sept. 9
Richard Weaver            Sept. 9
Ron Savage                   Sept. 9
Bill Inglish                   Sept. 11
Clyde Irving           Sept. 12
Hugh Wilson           Sept. 13
Andy Beck           Sept. 14
Gary Mitchell           Sept. 15
Pat Sutherlin           Sept. 15
Gary Weeks           Sept. 15
Will Smith           Sept. 16
Geoff Brewster           Sept. 18
Joe Jones           Sept. 18
Kirk Smethers           Sept. 18
Donna Jackson          Sept. 19
Don Lynn           Sept. 19
Martin Foster           Sept. 22
Amy Rogers           Sept. 22
Richard Ziglar           Sept. 22
Don Angle           Sept. 23
Mary Lou Bryan          Sept. 24
Ann Jordan           Sept. 24
Arch Taylor           Sept. 24
Ed Snider           Sept. 28
Glen Pence           Sept. 30

October
Jim Caton              Oct. 1
Dick Galusha             Oct. 3
Lloyd Taylor             Oct. 4
Ewel Vaughan             Oct. 4
Jim Gladney             Oct. 8
Jerry Deffenbaugh        Oct. 9
Larry Haney             Oct. 9
Coy Parsley             Oct. 9
Perry Hassell            Oct. 10
Randolph Collinson      Oct. 11
Boyze Edwards           Oct. 11
Milo Steffen            Oct. 12
Margaret Wickstrom     Oct. 15
Peggy Farris            Oct. 17
Jerry Crenshaw           Oct. 20
Don Lanier            Oct. 23
Mark Newman            Oct. 24
Nancy Kouns               Oct. 25
Carol Lawson            Oct. 25
Marvin Layman            Oct. 25
L.O. McNabb            Oct. 25
Sean Evans            Oct. 30

Solution
What is the meaning of kindness?

Speak and listen to others from now on
as if they had recently died.

At the core the seen and unseen worlds are one.
                        Franz Wright

Ian Wilhelm tells the story of a quiet little lady, Susan,
who volunteered in her neighborhood church’s soup kitchen
and attended worship services.  She did this anonymously
for 15 years – perhaps a bit uncertain because of the
people’s characteristics.  The soup kitchen started in the
late 60s as a weekly potluck meal for street people. Today
they serve breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days a week.
At its beginning 50 or less people showed up to eat, but
today it is one of the largest restaurants in a major U.S. city
serving more than a million meals a year.

The pastor’s wife said Susan may have “…thought we
were just another cult or something,” because the church
also offers social services to the city’s most downtrodden,
as in the homeless, addicts, and ex-convicts.  The church
and its foundation have the reputation of rattling the status
quo, taking on numerous political, religious, and social is-
sues.  The pastor’s wife went on to say, “I cannot separate
service from social justice, and I can’t separate social jus-
tice from spirituality.  It’s all one.”

What is the meaning of kindness?
Susan obviously was attracted to something this church

and its soup kitchen were doing, because she started do-
nating money to the group and helped improve its opera-
tions, “such as pushing it to prepare for the day when its
two charismatic leaders (the pastor’s wife and the pastor)
would retire.”  She saw with her own eyes the transforma-
tion of people’s lives through its many services.  She rec-
ognized it was more than the meat and potatoes and the
assistance.  There was an intangible spiritual element which
made the difference, in some cases, between life and death.
As one homeless person said, “It’s the people who make
the difference.  Folks are treated and respected and given
the guidance to believe: You know what? I can do this.”
“Is this the meaning of kindness?”

“Speak and listen to others from now on as if they had
recently died.”

Susan eventually brought her husband to a Sunday Cel-
ebration which was a jazz infused worship with a broad
cross-section of people.  Susan’s husband was dressed in

his khakis and a T-shirt, because he would be recognized.
He, too, was impressed and said, “..._____ Church gives
help and hope to those society has forgotten.”

I am sad to say Susan died three years ago, but her
husband continues to support her charities through The Su-
san Thompson Buffett Foundation.  Who are the others in
this story?  Her husband is Warren E. Buffett.  The home-
less person who said, “It’s the people who make the differ-
ence…” is Christopher Gardner of Chicago, whose per-
sonal story was told in the movie The Pursuit of Happyness.
The pastor’s wife is Janice Mirikitani, the pastor is Cecil Williams,
and the church is Glide Memorial of San Francisco.

“At the core the seen and unseen worlds are one.”
 Churches and the foundations who serve them

create the meaning of kindness by proclaiming the
Gospel in a broken world.  Obviously we are not Glide
Memorial Church nor are we the Buffetts,  but the call to
ministry in the name of  Jesus is the same. The Oklahoma
Disciples Foundation holds funds for all the camps and
their programs; for senior care and mission work.  Sev-
eral of our funds support training and education for lay
people and ministerial students.  To accomplish the work
of the “seen world” resources are needed and that is
where our “unseen” work helps.  If you feel the call to
participate, our number is 888-525-6530 or email
kvmaxwell@okdisciplesfoundation.org.  “Together we
touch lives.”

-- Kyle Maxwell

Pastoral Changes
Ronnie Fields has accepted the call to become se-

nior pastor at First Christian Church, El Reno.
 Doyle Newsom is the new senior pastor at Garber

Christian Church, Garber.
Ken Marston has resigned as senior pastor at First

Christian Church, Yukon.
Brent Haworth  has resigned as senior pastor at Cen-

tral Christian Church, Fairview.  Diane Stein and O.B.
Davis are sharing the transitional pastorate in Fairview.

Kipp Wolfe was installed on August 12 as senior pas-
tor at First Christian Church, Tulsa. Chuck Shorow is now
serving as transitional pastor at First Christian Church,
Woodward.

Dan Mayes has resigned as associate pastor at First
Christian Church, Tulsa, and accepted a call to Iowa.

Scott Taylor has resigned as associate pastor at Dis-
ciples Christian Church, Bartlesville and has accepted a call
to Nebraska.

Neal Gordon has accepted the call as senior pastor
for Avard Christian Church, Alva.

Michael Elbert  has accepted the call as senior pas-
tor for Forest Park Christian Church, Tulsa.  Will Smith
has been serving as transitional pastor.


